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SEABOW

During the February 1964 anuual -ical sumey of the Merehallese
Islanders exposed to fallout fra the Xerch 1, 19S4, shot over
Bikini, three young teenagers, U-U mars old, uwe found to have
nodules in their thyroid gleds. The medbel tm felt that two of
them should have fmmtdiate thyroidee~s ● and thace operationswere
●ccesafully carried out at tlm Haval Ibspital m @am with the full
cooper~tion of tb Trust ?emltory peeple and the tiical servioes \
of the Deparmnt of Defense.

The patholog%cmldiesraoseswere papltlary ulenocarcfnase,● u lignant
tm” of the thyroid. The p~ia, od course, i. uncertain,but
the surgeons are reported to have felk that they may have rmwved all
the neeplastic tiasw. While this Mormatia has not been transmitted
formally, it fs regarded se reliable. It is planned that a ten year
s~y of the hulth 8tatu8 * the ~ed Mershallese, includias
these recent deve~nta, till be prepared fur prompt publication in
● prtinent journal such ●s tha Journal of the American Medics 1
Ameociation.

Reparations are now golns ahead - have the third chtld with ●

m 11 module operated on as ●ooa as poeaible. The estimated doees
to these thyrofh are S- 100 to 175 rade external gamsa plus 100 to
HO rads fra absorbed redioiodfne.
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Since the spontaneous occurrence of Imm, amd psslbly three, cases
of thyrofd neoplasm amons the small number of exposed Harahallese
children is mst unlikely, these obsamatioms uI1l prohbly give
rise to conaaentin varlous quarters. r9r this ~, tt seems
desirable to consider this matter as tmtmive until the docmnted
data are in hand. You and the C~ssfUO vill be inf~ p-t lY
at that tima.
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